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John Bowes Named
Inland President

John Bowes was recently named
president of Inland Buildings,
Cullman, AL.
The company is a

division of
Behlen Mfg. Co.,
based in

Columbus, NE.
Bowes has 25
years of leader-
ship experience
in the metal
building indus-
try with Behlen
Mfg. Co. His primary focus has
been in the marketing, sales and
engineering areas. Most recently, he

To Page 4, Inland

John Bowes

METALCON Plans
Return To Chicago

METALCON International will
return to the Chicago area this fall
when the annual industry confer-
ence and trade show—sponsored
by the Metal Construction
Association—is held October 1-3
at the Donald E. Stephens Con-
vention Center in Rosemont, IL..

According to METALCON
organizers, this 12th annual event
can be expected to attract 8,000
builders, designers, developers,
owners and government officials
from more than 40 countries to
learn about the latest innovations
in the metal construction industry.

To Page 4, METALCON

ABC To Open Michigan Facility

American Building Components
(ABC) has announced plans to open a
facility in Big Rapids, MI, to produce
metal roof and wall panels for resi-
dential, commercial and agricultural
markets. The company purchased
land and a 52,000 sq. ft. building—
which is expected to be operational
by June—to serve new and existing
customers in Michigan and portions
of Indiana, Ohio and Wisconsin.

“The new facility will give us
capacity in an area where we are
already shipping components,” said
Joel Viechnicki, ABC’s vice presi-

dent/sales. “With more than $10 mil-
lion of existing sales in these markets,
the new facility will allow us to
improve our service to current cus-
tomers while providing the opportuni-
ty to significantly increase our market
share in the area.”

A division of NCI Building
Systems LP (NYSE: NCS), American
Building Components also has plants
in Nicholasville, KY; Indianapolis,
IN; Jackson, MS; Lubbock, TX;
Omaha, NE; Rome, NY; and Salt
Lake City, UT.

|

VP Buildings Flourishing
Following Purchase By IMSA

By Shawn Zuver
Editor-In-Chief

Grupo IMSA, a multi-national con-
glomerate with a rich history in the
building products arena, purchased
VP Buildings on September 19, 2001.
The acquisition released VP from the
bankruptcy that had been filed by its
parent company, LTV Corp., in late
December 2000.

The purchase by IMSA marked a
new beginning for VP Buildings,
which continues to move forward in a
leadership role as one of the premier
manufacturers of metal buildings and
components.

Running the ship at VP Buildings
is Dave Gilchrist, who joined the

company as CEO
in 1995. Possess-
ing a bachelor’s
degree in engi-
neering from the
U.S. Naval Acad-
emy and having
been in combat in
Vietnam, his
experiences left
Gilchrist well-
equipped to deal
with the dreadful combination of
bankruptcy and a depressed market
for metal building products that faced
his company in 2001. Gilchrist, who
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Dave Gilchrist

Fastener Manufacturers Become
Strengthened Through Merger

By Krista Hovis
Associate Editor

Located in Wyomissing, PA,
Construction Fasteners Inc. has been
a leading supplier of a variety of fas-
teners since it was founded by Irv
Cohen in 1956. The company has
always served the metal building
industry but expanded into the com-
mercial roofing market when Factory
Mutual required mechanically-fas-
tened roofing systems.

Cohen has served as president of
the company since its beginning. He

SFS infec’s vice president of sales,
Gary Martini (leff), and president,
Michael Mullen.

Span Captures 12th Top Metal Builder Crown

By Krista Hovis

Madera, CA, has earned the honor of

Metal Builder

has had many offers over the years to
sell the company but never felt the
timing or offer was right until recent-
ly. As Cohen is growing older, he

To Page 26, SFS infec

honor for the 12th
consecutive year,”
stated King
Husein, president
of Span Construc-
tion. “We never
take it for granted
and it is always
challenging to
maintain the lead.”

Consistency has

To Page 20, Span

Span Consfruction & Engineering
has built numerous buildings over
the past eight years for Escalon
Premier Brands in Escalon, CA.

Associate Editor being named Metal Construction
For the 12th year in a row, Span News’ Top Metal Builder for 2001. “It
Construction & Engineering Inc. of is a rare privilege to receive the Top
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Diversity in the manufacture of a metal building doesn't
just happen. It starts the moment a builder makes the first
contact with a prospective buyer. The builder’s interpreta-
tion of the buyer’s needs begins the process of diversity
by design. At United Structures of America, Inc., we take
that process to the end result. Every building or re-roof
system that leaves one of our plants is pre-engineered

UNITE

Jiversity by

D STRUCTURE

OF AM

& —1 1912 Buschong
Houston, TX 77039
S .<7 (281) 442-8247
A Tennessee Plant
= PO. Box 605
N/~ Portland, TN 37148

exactly to your specifications and needs. If you, as an
Authorized USA Builder, are in need of any phase of build-
ing construction, USA should be your Manufacturer of
choice. We are willing and able to assist you in any way.

Contact Ron Fletcher, Senior Vice President of Sales
and Marketing at 281/442-8247 when you need to have
more diversification.

ERICA, INC.

. Corporate Office and Main Plant

For more information call:
Ron Fletcher
Senior V.P. Sales & Marketing
(281) 442-8247

Visit our web site at http://www.usabldg.com
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Oufside of this 105,000 sq. fl. warehouse is Escalon Premier Brands’ 1,000
sq. fi. human resources department office

enfrance of the corporate office.

“Saves money and space.

A StackDoor stacks up as the
most versatile money and space-
saving door on the market. It's
designed and tested to withstand
winds up to 100 MPH. (Door must
be kept closed under strong wind
conditions). StackDoor is made of
42-inch panels, constructed of two-
inch square galvanized steel tube
covered with eight-ounce solar
gray fiberglass.And compared to
a fold-up door that stores over-
head, requiring extra wall height
all the way around the building,
the StackDoor actually saves you
building costs! The bottom rail
carries all the door’s weight, with
all moving parts on the bottom
truck assembly gliding on ball
bearings. Qil-impregnated brass
bushings at all hinge points keep

the door moving fluidly, easily.
Because its working mechanism is
inside, away from ice and snow,
weather can’t affect a StackDoor’s
per- formance. And it can be
handled manually with ease.

The next time your building
project requires a wide-area door,
specify StackDoor. Save money
and space!

StackDoor

Wellington Municipal Airport
Wellington, KS 67152
USA & Can. Wats: 1-800-835-2051
Fax: 316-326-2244
Ph: 316-326-2241

Surfae mounted

Factory-supervised installation

* Recess mounted
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Span Consfruction added this fiberglass canopy fo emphasize the
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been the leading factor in maintain-
ing the company’s success—consis-
tency in its basic principles.
According to Husein, these principles
are unparalleled service, best quality,
fair pricing and a meaningful safety
program. This safety and training
program is constantly expanding to
include the most up-to-date informa-
tion. It provides hands-on training in
all critical aspects of the steel busi-
ness, including special roof condi-
tions. A special emphasis is placed on
increasing efficiency through a reduc-
tion in man-hours.

Dave Gilchrist, president/CEO of
VP Buildings, the manufacturer
whom Span has been affiliated with
since being founded in 1980, has his
own theory on why the contractor has
maintained this high level of success.
“I would have a hard time finding
anyone who has been as successful as
King,” he said.

“There are 8,000 builders in this
industry. If any of those 8,000 wanted
to know what the secret is, I think
King would tell them that the secret
is establishing a very intimate rela-
tionship with a high-quality architect,
specifically MulvannyG2 Architec-
ture,” Gilchrist continued. (Located
in Bellevue, WA, this architectural
firm provides nearly half of Span’s
business.)

While Span has a steady flow of
projects, the contractor, as most other
metal building contractors, had an
especially challenging 2001. Span’s
tonnage was down from 41,657 tons
in 2000 to its still-remarkable 2001
tonnage of 32,518. “We had already
experienced a slowdown in our busi-
ness prior to the September 11th
attack. After the attack, the business
slowdown was significant,” explained
Husein.

The Escalon Project

One of many bright spots for Span
in 2001 was the completion of the
new facility for Escalon Premier
Brands, a division of Heinz USA, in
Escalon, CA. Span Construction has

To Page 22, Span



At HCI Steel Building Systems,

Low Rise Structural Buildings
Multi-Story Structural Buildings
Ui | Fastrac Buildings

FulliComponent Line

HCI STEEL BUILDING SYSTEMS, INC.

800-255-6768

New world class production facilities with superior technology
and products give HCI Builders the compelitive edge.

we strive to exceed your expectations.
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The Escalon Premier Brands warehouse confains pallefized finished
products, as well as empty cans waiting fo be filled.

Upgrade Your Doors
and Windows Taday.

for a better praduct and better service

move up to

{ At Premier, quality counts and it shows. For over ten years,

Premier Products has been offering the metal building manufacturer
a complete line of galvanized metal building doors, frames, aluminum
windows and builders hardware. Our reputation is on the line.

Our manufacturing process includes upgrades you just won't get elsewhere.
From hot dipped galvanized steel utilized in the fabrication process, to a painting treatment designed
to prevent rusting from the inside out -~where it typically starts, S
a Premier product is simply superior.

Our top product offering is good old fashioned customer service,
and it's free! If you're not sure what you need, our dedicated and
experienced staff can help you figure it out. We work tirelessly to
provide you with top quality products, built to your specifications,
for each of your projects. When you call, be sure to ask about our
new pre-assembled door systems.

So go ahead, upgrade your doors and windows today.
Make the move up to the “Premier” line.

e DOORS - FRAMES - WINDOWS - HARDWARE

REGIONAL SALES OFFICES ANO WAREHOLISES:
ATLANTA: 6945 Dakridge Pkwy. Suite O & E. Austell. GA 30168 « [770) 944-1006 » Fax [770) 944-0963 ol
HOUSTON: 4660 Pine Timbers, Suite 126. Houston. TX 77041 « [713) 690-0435 « Fax [713) 630-B241 RS hasma e

MONROE: Highway 165 North, Monroe. LA 71211 « [318) 361-0796 « Fax [318] 323-5068 Wamock Horsey

AOMINISTRATIVE OFFICES, MANUFACTURING FACILITY & CUSTOMER SERVICE: Ry
Highway 165 Narth. Monrae. LA 71211 « [318) 361-0796 « Fax (318] 323-5068 WWW.PREMIERPROD.COM ..
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The corporate office contains offices, a kitchen, resirooms, dining area,
recepftion area and the conference room above.
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completed several projects for
Escalon over the last eight years. One
such job included the demolition and
reconstruction of a 50,000 sq. ft.
tomato process facility while leaving
most of the equipment in place and
building an 18,000 sq. ft. addition to
the facility with a cafeteria and
restroom facilities. A 120,000 sq. ft.
warehouse was also built. Those pro-
jects utilized metal building systems
from VP Buildings. “Over the years,
Span has consistently provided
Escalon Premier Brands with a quali-
ty product and good service,” said
Scott Adrian, operations manager,
Escalon Premier Brands.

Span has also had a standing rela-
tionship with Heinz USA for almost
15 years.

As all of these projects were com-
pleted on time and within budget,
Escalon Premier Brands knew exact-
ly who should build its new ware-
houses and offices. Leland
McPherrin, manager, engineering and
maintenance for Escalon, said, “In
my experience working with Span,
they have not missed any critical
deadline despite being handed some
very aggressive schedules.”

This particular job consisted of a
90,000 sq. ft. warehouse, a 105,000
sq. ft. warehouse, a 1,000 sq. ft.
human resource department office
and a 7,520 sq. ft. corporate office.
Escalon provided the basic floor plan
for this design/build project. To deter-
mine the size of the warehouses, the
company took into account the pal-
letized product sizes combined with
aisle widths, which determined the
interior column spacing. Span final-
ized the plans, incorporating the nec-
essary building codes. It then gener-
ated a set of construction documents.

Ground was broken on the Escalon
project in June 2000. Before erecting
the VP Continuous Beam metal
building systems, 10 acres of site
work were developed and concrete
pads were poured. All of this was
done without disturbing the existing
42”-diameter irrigation piping that

To Page 24, Span



The true measure of a company’s
success can be found in the satisfaction

cnjoycd by its customers.

Large enough tt-ﬁkﬁservc y.-0-u smaIl'a'enough to know you.

1150 State Docks Road, Eufaula AL 36027 Phone .888 307.4338 - Fax: 334.687.9297 - www.americanbuildings.com
% “g.".e x

__——iém_- AT
METAL BUILDING MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION @ >
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bisected a portion of the site. The
piping had to remain in use until the
end of the irrigation season on
October 31, 2000. At that time it
could be removed and replaced at a
greater depth. Also, access had to
remain open for 100 trucks loaded
with tomatoes per day throughout the
construction cycle.

The first building was completed
in September 2000. It was the 294°8”
x 305’47, 90,000 sq. ft. warehouse.
Here, empty and full cans of the
processed tomato products—Ilabeled
and palletized for the end user—are
stored. VP’s Panel Rib wall panels
and 24-gauge standing seam roof
panels clad the exterior of the build-
ing.

The next building, the 344" x
305’47, 105,000 sq. ft. warehouse,
was completed in November of the
same year. It was clad with the same
panels as the other warehouse. The
small free-standing human resources
office is located outside of this build-

ing.
A State-Of-The-Art Office

Attached to the second warehouse
is the company’s 7,520 sq. ft. corpo-
rate office. It was built using a 40’ x
188’ lean-to frame from VP. To create
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a subtle contrast from the warehouse
portion of the structure, 26-gauge Vee
Rib wall panels with an Egyptian
White finish were used. Span added a
free-standing aluminum and fiber-
glass canopy at the entrance.

The office portion contains offices,
a conference room, two restrooms,
employee break room, reception area,
a full kitchen—which is used to pre-
pare clients’ menus with Escalon
Premier Brand products—and a cus-
tomer dining area. The rooms are sit-
uated on either side of a 188’ central
hall spanning the length of the build-
ing. Management and accounting
departments are located in this build-
ing.

While the owners wanted an
understated appearance for the
office’s exterior, they wanted the inte-
rior to be elegant and upscale. This is
evidenced by the products utilized to
finish the interior.

The reception area, hallway and
customer dining room feature 127 x
12" ceramic tile. A granite and maple
dining bar and curved ceiling soffits
were also used in the dining room to
portray a restaurant environment. In
the kitchen, state-of-the-art stainless
steel equipment can be found.

The color schemes, from the floor-
ing products to the paint, were influ-
enced by Escalon Premier Brands’
product labeling designs. Painted
landscape panoramas in the reception
and dining areas portray an old-time

Escalon Premier Brands wanted the interior of its corporatfe office fo be

elegant and upscale.

Italian theme.
Another Successful Project

The office portion was finished in
April 2001 to the complete satisfac-
tion of Escalon Premier Brands.
According to McPherrin, “We have
been extremely satisfied with the
efforts of Span Construction at our
facility. They have completed numer-
ous successful projects for us over
the past several years and our expec-
tation is that they will come through
with anything we give them.”

This project was also successful

from the subcontractors’ point of
view. Following are some comments
from the various subcontractors.

Greg Nelson, vice president of
Mike Nelson Co. Inc. in Fresno, CA,
a drywall, steel framing, acoustical
ceiling, insulation and Marlite sub-
contractor, said, “Span’s willingness
to involve the subcontractors in
scheduling and organization of the
projects is a necessity for a successful
project. We look forward to our con-
tinued success with Span for many
years to come.”

Bockmon & Woody Electric Co.

ANESCO

Web: www.mescobldg.com E-mail: Sales-Marketing@Mescobldg.com

DER E

ow you can expand your mefal buildings and your business at the same time with our new Long Bay System (LBS).

With LBS, it's easy to build a bay as long as 56 feet without using a support column.
LBS eliminates heavy angles that require special fasteners and additional labor. The sections are lightweight and

inherently stable, pre-punched for accurate bolted connections. Each part is individually piece marked, and shipped to your job

as our purlins, so you can use standard fasteners.

site direct from the factory. The LBS top chord is 4 inches wide, giving you plenty of room to work with. If's the same gauge

With LBS, you can bid and build the big jobs in your area — large bay metal buildings for warehouse and manufacturing

facilities. Or filt-wall buildings for shopping centers. You can put our standing seam roofs down on LBS, just like you do on
our purlins, or use a “B” deck for built-up and single ply.
For more information, and a special LBS marketing video with your name on it to show your customers,

call Steve Owens af 1-800-556-3726.

PO Box 20, Grape



VP BUILDINGS CONGRATULATES
Span Construction & Engineering
The Top Builder in the Industry...
Again

KORET ATHLETIC
TRAINING CENTER

» ¥

And again and again and again. For twelve consecutive years, Span Construction and Engineering
has continued to shatter its own records for leadership in the metal building industry. Span brings a

commitment to quality, safety and integrity to every project the construction company undertakes.
No wonder Span has so many satisfied customers.

VP Buildings is honored to have Span as an authorized VP Builder

(= for more than 20 years. Congratulations to the hard working
= employees of Span Construction and Engineering for aEEE
exemplifying “The Ultimate Building Solution.” And for being
Constnucion & engineering, . Named Metal Construction News’ Top Builder... again! Vo D
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Inc., Stockton, CA, has worked with
Span on several of the Escalon
Premier Brands projects, including
this one. “Span’s ability to create and
implement a construction schedule
that flows from start to finish is criti-
cal to our success on a job,” stated
Gary Woody, president and CEO of
Bockmon & Woody. “Allowing the
contractors to begin, continue and
complete their scope in one mobiliza-
tion promotes an efficient project.”

“As with any venture, quality per-
sonnel make the difference,” said
Greg Carpenter of Greg Carpenter
Concrete Inc., Lodi, CA. “We have
found the Span staff members associ-
ated with this project to be very
knowledgeable and capable in their
tasks, greatly contributing to the
smooth flow and quality of the pro-
ject.”

Commented Mark Carmicheal,
vice president, Clovis Madera
Equipment Inc. of Fresno, “We have
been working with Span since the
early 1980s, and consider it a privi-
lege to be part of the Span team. This
is the second major project at the
Escalon Premier Brands site that we
have worked on for Span. Added to
the usual problems in construction of
weather and plan changes, the exist-
ing Escalon Premier Brands plant
was open and in full operation.
Span’s team was able to execute the
proper scheduling with the plant and
all of the subcontractors to keep the
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project running smoothly, and on
time.”

“I have enjoyed my working rela-
tionship with Span Construction
because of their attention to detail
and their scheduling,” stated Bob
Jones of Bob Jones Painting in
Madera. “They have always adhered
to their schedule as planned which,
for myself as a contractor, allows me
to plan other jobs around their work.
Span enforces a very strict safety pro-
gram which means a safer work envi-
ronment for my employees. I have
enjoyed many years working for
Span Construction and hope to do so
in the future.”

Sahargun Plumbing Inc. in
Stockton has had a positive working
relationship with Span since 1990.
Debbie Chapman, CFO of Sahargun,
said, “Span Construction &
Engineering Inc. is the type of gener-
al contracting firm that we enjoy
working with because of their profes-
sional business ethics.”

With a ready supply of satisfied
subcontractors, Span Construction
will be able to produce successful
projects for many years into the

future.
]

7 7

The 188’ central hall features ceramic file floors and painted landscape

panoramas.
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decided it was finally a good time to
make a change and he didn’t have to
look far to find a suitable buyer.

SES intec Inc., headquartered in
Switzerland, had contacted Cohen
several times over the last decade,
testing the waters for an acquisition.
The company, which started out in
the hardware business in 1928, has
established itself in cold-formed and
powder metal components for the
automotive industry, and the con-
struction fasteners market. SFS has
approximately 3,700 employees in 18

B PAGE 26, METAL CONSTRUCTION NEWS B

SFS intec’s Wyomissing, PA, headquarters.

“With 30 years of experience, using doors from most door companies, 1 find
the reliability and quality of Roll-A-Flex Doors unsurpassed.” - Dick PowsLL, POWELL DOOR SERVICE

AT RoLL RiGHT INDUSTRIES,

we know simplicity. And it’s

= = obvious from our customer’s

satisfaction. Not only do

— we custom make our doors

ST to your specifications,

—_—— we also make them easy
F=

= ’;'/ff;‘ = to install- so you don’t

///:,// have to be an engineer

— s to get the job done.

We also provide unparal-

leled service and technical support.

sssse

But then again, what would you expect
from a company that has been standing

by its product since 19747

esssecscsssssase

Roll-A-Flex Doors. Built right. Delivered
right. Installed right. And all at a right price.

Is there any other way to go?

WE OFFER THE FOLLOWING:

e Commercial
Roll-Up Doors
° Wicket Doors
_ : * Wind Struts
il A AN * Draft Stops
s * Hoods
e Threshholds
e Electric Operators

--------------------------------------------------

Two LocaTioNs To SERVE You:
Anaheim, California Fort Worth, Texas
Ph: 1-800-848-8106 Ph: 1-800-327-9431
Fax: 714-630-4650 Fax: 817-624-2129
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countries.

Although SFS has a start-up oper-
ation in Medina, OH, it was interest-
ed in more rapid growth in the U.S.
metal building and commercial roof-
ing markets. The company felt the
best way to do this was to purchase a
leading manufacturer involved in
these industries. So, when SFS was
contacted by Cohen through an
investment banker, it seemed like the
perfect opportunity to accomplish
those goals.

A purchase agreement was signed
in September 2001. The assets of
Construction Fasteners changed
hands on January 1, 2002, with the
purchase being finalized on January
i

To find out more about this acqui-
sition, Metal Construction News
spoke with Gary Martini, vice presi-
dent of sales for SES intec. Martini
served as vice president of sales and
marketing at Construction Fasteners
for two years prior to the purchase.
He has been involved in all aspects of
the steel industry from import/export
to mill manufacturing to product dis-
tribution.

Metal Construction News: Why
is the acquisition of Construction
Fasteners by SFS intec a good fit?

Gary Martini, vice president of
sales, SFS intec: SFS and
Construction Fasteners were two
companies with very similar com-
mercial philosophies. When SFS
made the decision to expand its role
in the United States, it was looking
for a company that shared its busi-
ness values and was compatible with
its culture. Instead of just moving
into a new geography and starting
from scratch, SFS was searching for
a partner that would embrace its cul-
ture. Construction Fasteners already
had a culture that emphasized a
strong commitment to its customers.

So, it’s a merger that involves two
companies that are of one mind. SFS
is the world leader in all of the major
markets that it serves and had the
desire to grow its Fastening Systems
Division in the United States more
rapidly. It’s difficult to build a busi-
ness from the ground up in the
United States in a mature market-
place, so you increase market share
through acquisition.

MCN: Why is this transaction
good for the metal building industry?

Martini: This merger is a dream
come true because as a person who
represents the needs of the customer
to our company and represented our
company to our customers, there is
nothing that I could want or desire
more than the ability to rapidly bring
solutions and save time and money
for our customers so that they can
compete and grow faster than their
competitors. Now, SFS intec, through
this merger, through the combination
of our resources, is on a plane sub-
stantially higher than our competitors
in our ability to give our customers
what they want.

MCN: What strengths does each

To Page 28, SFS infec



