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MBCI Committed To Quality, Education

By Shawn Zuver
Editor

The story of MBCI's rise to become
one of the largest and most success-
ful metal components companies is
based on solid marketing concepts
and a thorough commitment to the
industry. Founded in 1976, the Hous-
ton, TX-based company—with 14
(soon to be 16) plants nationwide—
has also established a reputation for
manufacturing quality products,
educating its customers, and sup-
porting industry associations and
events.

Since its inception, MBCI has

A.R. Ginn

stressed the need
for quality to the
entire construc-
tion community,
with an emphasis
on expanding the
use of metal by ar-
chitects and
building desig-
ners. The com-
pany is involved
in promoting
metal through the
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MBCI’s test apparatus is believed to be the only in-house UL-ap-
proved test chamber owned by a roofing manufacturer.
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Span,

MBCI Honored As

Top

Contractor And Top Marketer

For the third
consecutive year,
Span Construction
& Engineering of
Madera, CA, has
earned its place as
the leader of the
Top 100 Metal Con-
struction Contrac-
tors based on 1992
steel purchases.

In conjunction
with the presenta-
tion of the Top 100
Metal Construction
Contractors, MBCI
of Houston, TX,
has been named
Metal Construction News’ Top In-
dustry Marketer. A national manufac-
turer of metal building components,
MBCI was selected as the first
recipient of this annual recognition
for its on-going educational efforts
on behalf of, and contributions to,
the metal construction industry.
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Span Retains Top

By Shawn Zuver
Editor

Since it was founded in 1980, Span
Construction & Engineering has
been forging a place for itself as a
leader in the metal construction con-
tracting field. Another chapter is
added to the Span legacy with this
issue of Metal Construction News as
the Madera, CA, company is named
the Top Metal Construction Contrac-
tor for the third straight year.

Span earned this most recent

1992 Top 100 Metal Construction Contractors
Comparison Of Steel Purchases 1991 & 1992

1992
145,253 tons

1991
111,743" tons

“1991 total tonnage figures were not reported by one company. This company
accounted for 1,237 tons of the 1992 total.

Separate profiles on MBCI and
Span Construction & Engineering
begin on the front page of this issue.
Extensive information on the Top
100, who accounted for over 145,000
tons of steel purchases in 1992, ap-
pears in a special center section.
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Contractor Crown

award by pur-
chasing almost
7,900 tons of steel
for metal building
projects in 1992,
while also record-
ing sales which
neared $28 mil-
lien: ‘The com-
pany completed
in excess of 2.5
million sq. ft. of

King Husein
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Building Supplier Emphasizes Energy Efficiency

Editor’s Note: A new pre-en-

gineered building supplier has

entered the
market with a
focus on provid-
ing complete
building pack-
ages that are spe-
cially engineered
for energy ef-
ficiency. The fol-
lowing in-depth
article, describes
EnergyCraft
Building Systems.

Gene Romsos

By Eugene Romsos, President
EnergyCraft Building Systems Inc.

EnergyCraft Building Systems Inc.
is a new company specializing in
value-engineered, energy efficient
building systems. Unlike traditional
pre-engineered buildings which are
more of a package of steel structural
components and panel systems,
EnergyCraft Buildings will incor-
porate value-added engineering and
state-of-the-art technologies and
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Two of Span’s larger projects are the massive Sears Distribution
Center in Delano, CA (above) and the Payless Distribution Center
in Ogden, UT (right).

UNIVERSAL

Circle #21 on reader service card.

We computer design our doors indi-
vidually, from the soffit to anchor
bolts assuring a 100% compatible
product. New construction or retrofit,
universal in application, universal in
acceptance-NORCO Doors will fit
any hangar, any metal building, any-
where in the world. We’ve been doing
it for 25 years.

From Antarctica to Alaska, the Mid-
East, Mainland China, Europe, Africa
and all across the United States-we
solve the tough hangar door prob-
lems others pass on. That's proof of
NORCO’s in-depth capability...and
why we are the professionals.

Installation after installation, civil-
ian, commercial or military, NORCO
Doors are the ones specified and
recommended. The complete com-
ponent package, universally called
the “NORCO Door System,” is turn-
key and singularly engineered to your
exact specifications. So contact us
for a quotation on your next hangar
door project-it could be the most
important call you make.

METAL By
FEATURING
NORco DOORs
* BUTLER MFg,
* CECO BLDG. sysr.
* STAR BUILDINGS
* BEHLEN BLDG. sygt
* NUCOR BLDG, propg
* GULF STATES pmpg,
* KIRBY BUILDjNG
SYSTEMS
* WEDGCOR NG,
* INLAND BLpgg.
* VARCO-PRUDEN
* PACKAGE INDUSTR/Es
* AMERICAN BLDGg,
* METALLIC BLDG, ¢
* A&M BLDGS, .
* AMERICAN STEE;
* SPACE BLpgs.

~

Manufacturing Corporation

Hangar Doors e Door Wheelers

P.O. Box 085480
Racine, WI 53408-5480
Phone (414) 835-2600
FAX (414) 835-2660
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projects last year, following 1.7 mil-
lionto 1.8 million sq. ft. of construc-
tion in each of the two previous
years.

Moreover, for those of us who are
impressed by figures, Span has pur-
chased in excess of $50 million of
steel components from Varco-
Pruden Buildings since Firoz “King”
Husein, P.E., founded the company
just over 13 years ago.

“The first year in business our goal
was to do $1 million in total construc-
tion and we finished with $2.5 mil-
lion volume. This gave us a good
foundation to build on,” remembers
King, whose company has also been
profiled in the August 1991 and
August 1992 editions of Metal Con-
struction News. “We kept the
momentum going by increasing our
volume steadily every year, high-
lighted by accelerated growth at fre-
quent intervals when we would
build a large project or two during a
particular year.”

Large projects have become a
forte’ of Span through the years, as
illustrated by the mammoth
1,000,500 sq. ft. Sears Distribution
Center in Delano, CA, which was
completed in 1992. The $40 million
facility serves 146 Sears stores from
Alaska to Hawaii. Meanwhile,
another huge project—the 675,000
sq. ft. Payless Distribution Center in
Ogden, UT—was started last year
and is now 95% complete.

Sincere letters of appreciation
from a wide range of customers
demonstrate Span’s ability to satisfy
its clients’ construction needs; often
times, as the correspondences indi-
cate, beyond the client’s expecta-
tions.

King explained that one key to a
satisfied customer is following a fun-
damental principle. “We pay a lot of
attention to detail,” he said. “It is al-
ways easy to take care of the big
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(right) is located in Reedley, CA.

A StackDoor stacks up as the , . i
most versatile money and space- 0w | “
saving door on the market. It’s
designed and tested to withstand
winds up to 100 MPH. (Door must
be kept closed under strong wind
conditions). StackDoor is made of
42-inch panels, constructed of two-
inch square galvanized steel tube
covered with eight-ounce solar
gray fiberglass.And compared to
a fold-up door that stores over-
head, requiring extra wall height
all the way around the building,
the StackDoor actually saves you
building costs! The bottom rail
carries all the door’s weight, with
all moving parts on the bottom
truck assembly gliding on ball
bearings. Oil-impregnated brass
bushings at all hinge points keep

The Tilt-Plus System was used on this 22,500 sq. ft. facility in the
Span Industrial Park in Madera (above), while Gerawan Packing

and space.

Recess mounted
Circle #24 on reader service card.

the door moving fluidly, easily.
Because its working mechanism is
inside, away from ice and snow,
weather can’t affect a StackDoor’s
per- formance. And it can be
handled manually with ease.

The next time your building
project requires a wide-area door,
specify StackDoor. Save money
and space!

StackDoor

Wellington Municipal Airport
Wellington, KS 67152
USA & Can. Wats: 1-800-835-2051
Fax: 316-326-2244
Ph: 316-326-2241

Factory-supervised installation
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items on a project, but taking care of
the small details can often make the
difference between an average
project or a successful project.”

Background On King Husein

King decided to focus on en-
gineering during his high school
years in India, mainly due to the in-
fluence of his friends who were inter-
ested in engineering. By the time he
had graduated from high school, he
had made up his mind to come to the
U.S. to pursue a higher education.
After receiving his Bachelors Degree
from the University of Bombay in
India, King arrived in the U.S. and
attended Brigham Young University
where he received his Masters De-
gree.

Upon graduating from BYU, King
had planned on gaining practical ex-
perience in the U.S. for a few years
before returning to India. At this
point, he was not certain of his long
range plans nor did he even have a
hint that metal buildings would play
such an important role in his future.

Growing up in India, King never
imagined that he would someday be
a nationwide leader in a segment of
the construction industry. He ex-
plained that he didn’t even know
what a pre-engineered steel building
was until he was offered a job in 1971
as a design engineer with Priggen
Steel Building Co. in Holbrook, MA
(which was later acquired by Varco-
Pruden). During his interview, King
thought that the meeting was over
when he indicated to Priggen Steel’s
engineering manager, Maury
Golovin, that he was not familiar
with pre-engineered steel buildings.
Instead, Golovin handed him a hard
hat and gave King a tour of the
fabricating plant to familiarize him
with the operation. Thus began

To Page 32, Span =




e Page 32, Metal Construction News e

Two projects for Costco Wholesdale that were finished by Span
within the past year are a Novato, CA, facility (above) and a
warehouse depot in Tracy, CA.

;- T,

UNOH, organized less than five years ago,
has already moved to a larger plant and a larger
share of the rolling steel and self-storage market.
Moving doors and self-storage components to
customers on time, in good condition and at
competitive prices keeps this young company

on the move.

To keep your own projects moving ahead on

schedule, call DBCI. That’s your best move!
Circle #26 on reader service card,

‘DBCI

DOORS & BUILDING COMPONENTS, INC.
4310 INDUSTRIAL ACCESS RD.
m‘ DOUGLASVILLE, GA 30134

o n ) comess———— |

STEEL ROLLUP DOORS
12 Colors
HEADER PANELS & TRIM TO MATCH
SECURAWALL PARTITIONS
White or Galvalume
CORAWALL
CORADOORS & LOCKERDOORS

(404) 942-0501

FAX 489-0873 For Interior Hallways
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King's career in the metal construc-
tion industry.

A Quick Assessment Of Span

Span Construction & Engineering
operates from a 5,000 sq. ft. office
and 20,000 sq. ft. shop in Madera.
The company currently has 90
employees, including five project
managers, seven construction super-
intendents, four draftsmen, two en-
gineers, four salesman/estimators,
numerous construction workers and
a director of safety.

“Safety and training are important
elements in our business,” King said
of the recently-created position. “We
have a full- time director of safety on
our staff who implements our safety

program; orientation of new
employees; drug, alcohol and physi-
cal fitness testing; and jobsite inspec-
tions. This is now a continuous
process.”

Due to local economic conditions
Span’s geographic reach has ex-
tended to projects in Connecticut,
Wisconsin, New York, Kansas,
Texas, Idaho, Washington, Oregon
and Utah. Work is also being done in
Canada and Span assisted in com-
pleting a glass plant in India last year,
although that project had nothing to
do with King being from India.

Span limits travel outside of its im-
médiate geographicalarea of Central
California to negotiated projects in-
volving companies with whom Span
has a good relationship,

In assessing a company like Span,
one is often tempted to try to
enumerate the reasons for the
company’s success. One of the big-
gest reasons is that King, himself, is
not obsessed with traditional notions
of success. He says that he has never
worried about being the biggest,
being “number one”, building the
most projects or even making the

|
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